Organizational Patterns and Author’s Purpose Exercise
1. Organizational patterns include explanation, example, comparison and contrast, and cause and effect.

True

False

2. An explanation pattern includes reasons for the author’s ideas.

True

False

3. The transitions “for example” and “for instance” indicate that a comparison and contrast pattern is being employed.

True

False

4. A cause and effect pattern states a cause and explores its effects. A variation on this pattern occurs when an effect is stated and its causes are traced.

True

False

5. The three common purposes for writing are to inform, persuade, and entertain.

True

False

6. Comparison and contrast relates two items, people, or events to each other by showing how they are alike or different.

True

False

7. Definition provides the exact meaning of a word or term.

True

False

8. Authors use only one pattern of organization at a time.

True

False

9. Choose the organizational pattern that is used in the following paragraph: The outstanding characteristic of oil paint is that it dries very slowly. This creates both advantages and disadvantages for the artist. On the plus side, it means that colors can be blended very subtly, layers of paint can be applied on top of other layers with little danger of separating or cracking, and the artist can rework sections of the painting almost indefinitely. The same asset becomes a liability when the artist is pressed for time—perhaps when an exhibition has been scheduled. Oil paint dries so very slowly that it may be weeks or months before the paint has truly “set.”

A. Narrative

B. Descriptive

C. Comparison and contrast

D. Cause and effect

10. Choose the organizational pattern used in the following paragraph: The way an individual smokes affects the chances of developing lung cancer. The risk increases depending on how many cigarettes are smoked each day, how deeply the smoker inhales, and how much tar and nicotine are contained in the cigarette. People who started smoking early in their lives are also at greater risk than those who have only smoked for a few years.

A. Narrative

B. Descriptive

C. Comparison and contrast

D. Cause and effect

